
 

Welcome  

2021! 
 

 

And, Welcome                 
New Employees           
to the District: 

 Nathan Albrecht,      
SVSD Asst. Custodian 

 Kriti Banyal,       
CVES Paraeducator II 

 Christa Brady,    
NBES Paraeducator II 

 Renae Gieseke, 
FCES Paraeducator II-
WIN 

 Courtney Hahn,   
SVSD Asst. Custodian 

 Jake Hill,             
SVSD Asst. Custodian 

 Kaitlin Krouse,  
FCES Teacher 3rd gr.  

 Natalie Laub,     
NBES Teacher 1st gr. 

 Jamie Matson,        
SES Paraeducator III -
Preschool   

 Cami Olivet,        
Contracted Long-term 
Substitute Elementary 

 Dusty Rose,       
SVSD Asst. Custodian  

 Demi Watts, SVSD 
Registered Nurse 

Our mission is to  

educate all  

Snoqualmie Valley  

children to prepare 

them for college,     

career and citizenship. 
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Superintendent Message:  Embracing our New Normal at School 
 

Good afternoon SVSD Staff, 
 

Thanks again for your ongoing efforts and energy as we          
continue to support remote teaching, learn new technologies, 
reroute our buses, and adapt to the many new safety measures 
in place at our schools for in-person learning.  This is not easy 
work, and you have been amazing.  
 

Since the start of the new year, 2021, we’ve shared several    
important developments, through regular District E-News and 
our weekly staff updates (Thursday email sent from “Return”) 
regarding reopening schools safely.  Please continue to read 
every update, to ensure you stay well informed as we continue 
planning and making adjustments when needed for the     
changing landscape that COVID presents. 

 

Additionally, it’s important that we take time to celebrate recent progress made by all to 
support more students with in-person teaching and learning.  On page 3, you’ll find some 
fun photos of welcoming more of our youngest learners back for in-person learning since 
January.  You’ll find links to three slideshows as well, highlighting Day One for Kindergarten 
(January 19), First Grade (January 29) and Grades 2-3 (February 22).  
 

Next Monday, March 1, is another big milestone as welcome hybrid 4th and 5th grade       
students at school, and Season One sports officially begin for Mount Si High School         
students. We appreciate your continued partnership to do what’s best for kids and the 
thoughtful collaboration that continues with union leaders in planning for the next step to 
safely begin phasing in groups of 6-12 hybrid students.  I am so very proud of our district 
for boldly, thoughtfully and safely embracing this challenge.  
 

Warm regards,    

Superintendent  
Robert W. Manahan, Ed.D. 

Twitter: @svsdsupt  
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Apply for a SVSF Classroom Innovation Grants—March 1-15  
 

Great news!  The Snoqualmie Valley Schools Foundation will open a second round of   
Classroom Innovation Grants, during the window of March 1-15.  As educators adapt to 
new classroom needs and new teaching methods, the Schools Foundation understands 
that new needs will emerge, and they are here to support you. This opportunity is possible 
due to the Foundation’s generous year-round 365 Club donors.   
 

Starting Monday, March 1, SVSD staff can  
submit an online application. The deadline for  
applications is Monday, March 15 at 5 p.m.  See 
other classroom grants awarded this year here. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ic-4D8TLySu3be7-yz7MunyQS4OLnuGeLBRJydOnZ5k
https://www.svsfoundation.org/copy-of-2019-2020-grants-awarded


 

Important Dates: 

 March 1 —            
First day Hybrid           
In-Person Grades 4-5, 
and MSHS Athletics 
Season One begins 

 March 8 —         
Teacher Professional 
Development Day     
(no students) 

 March 8-12 —       
Educational Support 
Professionals Week 

 March 13 —             
Be sure to plan ahead: 
Skyward will be down 
for regular mainte-
nance this Saturday. 

 March 15 —          
Target date being    
discussed for next 
group of secondary 
hybrid students to  
start in person. 

 

Congratulations: 

 Liz & Bill Leather 
had baby girl,    
Makena Joy, on    
January 15. Liz is     
a Paraeducator at 
NBES and Bill is    
the MSHS Band & 
Orchestra Director. 

 CVES celebrates two 
new baby girls. On 
February 10, 2nd 
Grade Teacher Karly 
Duncan gave birth to 
Laine Virginia. Also, 
5th Grade Teacher 
Bryan Norgard and 
his wife welcomed 
Sofia Jo to the world 
February 17. 

 
 
 
 
 
Do you have good 
news to share? 

Email malcolmc@ 
svsd410.org or call 
Carolyn Malcolm at 
425-831-8423. 
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Protect yourself and others…  

Wear a mask. Stay 6 feet apart. Wash your hands often. Take your temperature at 
home every morning. Complete daily Health Screen/Attestation email or text, before 

coming to work.  Stay home when you’re ill or have any COVID symptoms!  If you think 
you’ve been exposed, Get tested and notify your COVID Site Coordinator or school 
nurse.  Find additional info here:  COVID-19 Health & Safety Resources (staff) and the          
Return-to-School Safety Handbook for Families.  And, get vaccinated when you have  
the opportunity.                                                                                       We’ll get through this!                        

Update on our Superintendent Search Process  
 

Since Dr. Manahan announced his plan to retire at the end of this school year (June 30), 
the School Board has begun a process, similar to that which was used in 2018, to       
recruit and hire our next superintendent.  Initial steps include: 
 January 20 — School Board interviewed Ray & Associates at a special public meeting 

and voted to work with the firm that specializes in executive education recruitment. 
 January 27 — Position finalized, posted and advertised to attract candidates. 
 January 27 - February 8 — Community/Staff survey and Board survey helped define 

key qualities and experience we seek in an ideal candidate. 
 March 1 — Position closes. 
 March 18 — Board to review applicant resumes with Ray & Associates in executive 

session to identify top candidates for interviews. 
 Week of March 22 — First round of closed interviews with Board, with opportunity 

for 16 observers representing stakeholder groups to observe the closed interviews 
and provide input confidentially.  

 Week of March 29 — Finalist interviews, Meet & Greet opportunities for staff/public. 
 

More details to come. Look for the Superintendent 
Search button on all SVSD websites for easy access   
to updates throughout this process.  In the          
meantime, the position closes on March 1. 

SVSD Focus on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Continues  
 

As we wrap up February and our celebration of Black History Month, we provided an 
update this week on the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) work happening in our  
district.  As you know, our mission is to prepare all Snoqualmie Valley students for      
college, career, and citizenship. The values of diversity, equity, and inclusion are           
inextricably linked to our mission, and we embrace these values as being critical to     
development, learning, and success. To fully realize our mission, it is imperative we    
recognize the institutional barriers, including racist policies, practices, and procedures 
that contribute to the pervasive, disparate educational outcomes of our school system.  
This is the work currently being undertaken within our administrative team, an engaged 
community stakeholder group, and by various staff and student groups.  
 

Check out the new Leading for Equity webpage (under About Us on the website) for the 
activities, training and discussions occurring to foster a better understanding of changes 
needed to ensure equity in education throughout our schools.  

mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
mailto:malcolmc@svsd410.org
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/care.aspx
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/testing.aspx
https://www.svsd410.org/domain/970
https://www.svsd410.org/domain/1971
https://www.svsd410.org/domain/2003
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Celebrating the Return of K-3 Learners at School 

PO Box 400 

Snoqualmie WA 

98065 

 425-831-8000 

www.svsd410.org 

For more photos of the first day back at school for Snoqualmie Valley students whose 
families chose the hybrid learning model, enjoy the following 2021 slideshows:                       
Kindergarten (January 19), First Grade (January 29) and Grades 2-3 (February 22).  

Have a great weekend! 

Did you wake up 
to snow this  

morning? 
 
Make sure you know 
where to look for   
updates on school day 
mornings of inclement 
weather. See details.  
 

 
 
 

Staff: Have you 
signed up for    
emergency texts 
from the district?    

To sign up:   
On your mobile 
phone, address a 
text to: 67587, 
type “Y” or “YES” 
as the message, 
then hit send.  
For more details, 
read this flyer. 

 

https://www.svsd410.org/Page/9287
https://www.svsd410.org/Page/9289
https://www.svsd410.org/Page/9332
https://www.svsd410.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=74&ModuleInstanceID=15608&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=28054&PageID=8749
https://www.svsd410.org/cms/lib/WA01919490/Centricity/domain/4/schoolmessenger%20text%20messaging%20flyers/SMS%20Text%20Service%20Opt-In%20flyer.pdf

